












































LeConte’s Sparrow (Ammodramus leconteii)

Darlington Tract, Delaware County, PA
10 February, 2009

Since this bird appeared to be lingering at this site and would be a life bird, | decided to make the trip
to Delaware County to search for it.

| arrived the morning of 10 February 2009 to find one birder searching for it. We walked around the
grassy wetland without success. After our walk and a short conversation, the birder decided he had to
leave to go to work and while walking out, he inadvertently flushed the sparrow from the trail and it
flew to a nearby shrub and perched allowing good, but brief views. The first thing | noticed was the
orange buff above the eye and along the side of the throat, a colorful sparrow.

| decided to wait it out with two other birders who arrived on the scene. Our patience paid off when
the bird perched on a twig above the grass at close range for approximately 15 seconds. It called and
retreated back into the grass. | continued to stay at the site and saw the bird a few more times and
managed to take two photographs which are submitted with this description.

DESCRIPTION

A skulker; it never perched in the open very long and disappeared into the grasses regularly. Overall,
the bird was noticeably smaller than the Song Sparrows that were present and appeared to fly
weakly.

Head: white central crown stripe, black lateral crown stripes, orange-buff supercilium and malar;
black post-ocular stripe that widened behind the auriculars forming a triangular shape. Auriculars
gray, bordered below by orange buff extending from the malar. Thin whitish eye ring. Throat buffy but
less orange than the malar.

Bill: pinkish and gray, legs pink/flesh.

Nape: gray with fine rusty streaks; very distinctive.

Upper breast buff, extending along the flanks. Fine blackish/brown streaking on the upper breast and
along the flanks, restricted to the buffy area. Breast and belly white lacking streaks.

Tail brown and rather short (| admit | didn’t study detail in the tail).
Mantle striped black, brown and buff, allowing the bird to blend into the straw colored grasses.

Submitted by: Mike Fialkovich, 805 Beulah Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15235
mpfial@verizon.net



PENNSYLVANIA RARE BIRD REPORT FORM

This form is presented as a convenience and guide. It can be used if desired, but is not necessary for submitting a
report. Species requiring documentation are those on the Review List or not on the Official List of Birds of Pennsylvania.
Send documentation to:

Nick Pulcinella, Secretary

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

613 Howard Ave.

Waest Chester, PA 19380

nickpulcinella@verizon.net

L)
SPECIES (common and scientific name) LECONTE ¢ fPA RROwW
Subspecies (if known) =
NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS / SEX(ES) -
AGE(S) AND PLUMAGE(S) (e.g. immature; adult in breeding plumage; year for gulls; basic or alternate if you prefer
those terms; state of molt if applicable): AWLT s~ FResH  BASIC PLUMAGE
DATE OF OBSERVATION VELLY TIME___ /0: 30 AM - [Z:30fM

LOCATION (city, borough, township) ___DARUNGTIN TRAGQ WhAWA, DELAWARE Co

EXACT SITE (e.g. name of park, lake, road) DALLIMNETON
OBSERVER REPORTING:
Name Al  GUARENTE
Address 42/ € oLd_MddETo W AD
City MEDIA State _ PA ZIP /%0l 3
e-mail (optional) owl GUANENTE (@ YAH6. Com phone (optional) 4 /0-5¢¢6 -P2¢ 4

OTHER OBSERVERS (only those who saw and identified the bird with you): ;
M + SHARL Put CIMELLA, DAVE + pNDREW F/JFR“/, KEVIY FKYBFIF(-‘K',,J SAr B M ico

HABITAT (e.g. mowed field, woodland edge, any other details) WET SHOPT GRASS FIELY W/TH SMALL
SHAVBS SCATTERED ABOVT

DISTANCE TO BIRD /6 FT

VIEWING CONDITIONS (sky, weather, position of sun relative to you) SUWNY. FIELD wpS FRUZEN QVER,

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT USED 10 x 9L ZEISS

DESCRIPTION (Include as much detail as you observed - size relative to other species present; “jizz"= e.g. posture,
body shape, and proportions; colors and patterns of plumage; bill, eye, and leg characteristics; other features relevant to
this individual): THIS [/RD wAS VERY S(MALL CovaPARED TO SoMG SPARROw ABD Siiguriy
SMALLL. THAN £1aDd SPAROW. FIRST THNE I NOTICED wAhS THE PRIGHT OLANGE cocoR of
THEBIRD ow THE FACE o+ PREAST. THE HEAD HAD A wHITE CRowd CTRIPE SUBROWVIMDED AY
BLAcK, THE SUPERC LM whs VERy BRIAD Awnwd BRIGHT ORANGE EXTEMbING flom gL To
ABOVE AVRICULAR PATCH, WHICKH WAS DARK . THE MNAPE WAL PURPLSH wiTH The STRIPES.
BREVST wps Evety’ STREPKED w/TH BROWP STRIPES on AN_JRANGEY BACKGROUND , THe
AACK WA HEAVILY STRIPED w/TH Paki BROwpR, Ry T wHE THE AIRD FLEW THE oveRALL
APPERRAVCE whs THAT THE SPARMwW whs A L/6HT cocORED QA/RD T Drdw'r TAKE
LDOoTICE o0F THE TAIL OR FEFT. THE Bt wWAS ALso THIM AVD TIMY.

(Please use an additional page if necessary.)



-

BEHAVIOR (be as detailed as possible about what the bird was doing)
BiRD whs oR16/MALLY ASSOCIATING wTH _FIAD SPARRwS  (ATER THE BIRD

BECAME MorE SECRETIVE And (WSTEAD dF S(TTINE P oW PERCH, He woutd Rub

ALoNG THE RUUND UNDEL THE MutLr)FLoRA _RUSE,

VOCALIZATIONS

4

CALL NOTE GIVEN WAS JusT A Qurek fuvz2y “ZeFT

SUPPORTING EVIDENCE IF ANY:

Photograph Video recording Audio recording ____  Drawing
Photographer/recorderl/illustrator:

Name

Address

City State ZIP

e-mail (optional) phone (optional)

Please include a copy of the photograph or recording with your report, and accompany it with a complete written
documentation if the identification is obvious to you. If you made a drawing, piease inciude it.

IF THIS IS A DEAD BIRD:
General condition
If collected (by permit), location and number of specimen if known

~NO

SEPARATION FROM SIMILAR SPECIES (how you eliminated others) ___ HENSLOW 't HAS A GReEMNISH T/M6E
TO FACE AND Mo MAPE  STRIPING.  ERASHOPPER HAS o PLAW BREAST, wo STRIPNG

! sud HAVE A DARK MALAR STRIP wWHICH TH/S BIRN D/BN'T HAVE. RoTH

SHARTAILED SPARRowS HAVE A PLAIN NAPE AREA, ALSo LARCE Blies

DISCUSSION - Anything else relevant to the observation that will aid the committee in evaluating it
THE HABITAT wpsS PehfFect FoR THIS SPECES.

(Please use an additional page if necessary)

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE WITH THIS AND/OR SIMILAR SPECIES
)'VE SEEMN QUITE A FEW LECOMTE'C N LLLINGIS oVER THE YERLL prd ALSo /N

CHESTER Co, pA.

ARE YOU POSITIVE OF YOUR IDENTIFICATION ? (whyorwhynot) ___YEC.  PLUumAGE AS DercRiBED
ABVVE wAhAS PrRFECT.

REFERENCES CONSULTED:

During observation MONE
After observation Si8Ley
DATE OF THIS REPORT: /2579

SIGNATURE OF OBSERVER




Record No: 829-01-2009
Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Voting Tabulation — Round One

Species: Le Conte's Sparrow Ammodramus leconteii

Date of Sighting: 25 January 2009 to 28 February 2009
County ;: DELAWARE

Location : DARLINGTON TRACT

Observer(s): Al Guarente m. obs

Date of Submission: 2009
Submiitted by: Jeffrey Davis, Howard Eskin, Devich Farbotnik, Mike Fialkovich, , Al Guarente, Wayne Laubscher, Jim Lockyer,
Dustin Welch, Bruce Toy,

Written Description: Yes Photo: Yes Specimen: No Recording: No

Member Class I Class IT Class I Class Class Class Class V Abstain
IV-A IV-B Iv-C

R. Wiltraut

A. Guarente

T. Johnson

B. Coulter

eRuit k F-lﬁg lor/?l/

J. Heller

G. Malosh

TOTALS

DECISION
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Comments: ?/J

» 7 :
Signature (Secretary) % %/ M/ Date: 7/@// 75






